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The Thin Line
Matthew 5:38-48

But if there is serious injury, you are to 

take life for life, eye for eye, tooth for 

tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn 

for burn, wound for wound, bruise for 

bruise.

Exodus 21:23-25 NIV

“I have told you these things, so that in 

me you may have peace. In this world 

you will have trouble. But take heart! I 

have overcome the world.”

John 16:33 NIV
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“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye 

for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ But I tell 

you, do not resist an evil person. If 

anyone slaps you on the right cheek, 

turn to them the other cheek also.

Matthew 5:38–42 NIV

And if anyone wants to sue you and take 

your shirt, hand over your coat as well. If 

anyone forces you to go one mile, go 

with them two miles. Give to the one who 

asks you, and do not turn away from the 

one who wants to borrow from you.

Matthew 5:38–42 NIV

“You have heard that it was said, 

‘Love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy.’ But I tell you, love your 

enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you…

Matthew 5:43–45 NIV
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…that you may be children of your 

Father in heaven. He causes his sun 

to rise on the evil and the good, and 

sends rain on the righteous and the 

unrighteous.

Matthew 5:43–45 NIV

If you love those who love you, what 

reward will you get? Are not even the 

tax collectors doing that? And if you 

greet only your own people, what are 

you doing more than others? 

Matthew 5:46–48 NIV

Do not even pagans do that? Be 

perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 

Father is perfect.

Matthew 5:46–48 NIV
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Live such good lives among the 

pagans that, though they accuse you 

of doing wrong, they may see your 

good deeds and glorify God on the 

day he visits us.

1 Peter 2:12 NIV

Now the betrayer had arranged a 

signal with them: “The one I kiss is the 

man; arrest him.”

Matthew 26:48 NIV

Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, 

friend.” Then the men stepped 

forward, seized Jesus and arrested 

him.

Matthew 26:50 NIV
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“Put your sword back in its place,” 

Jesus said to him, “for all who draw 

the sword will die by the sword.

Matthew 26:52 NIV

Do you think I cannot call on my 
Father, and he will at once put at my 
disposal more than twelve legions of 
angels? But how then would the 
Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must 
happen in this way?”

Matthew 26:53–54 NIV


