
Swimming with Bears



Acts 19:24-27

A silversmith named Demetrius, who 
made silver shrines of Artemis, brought 
in a lot of business for the craftsmen 
there. He called them together, along 
with workers in related trades, and said, 
“You know, my friends, that we receive a 
good income from this business.



Acts 19:24-27

“You know, my friends, that we receive a 
good income from this business. And 
you see and hear how this fellow Paul 
has convinced and led astray large 
numbers of people here in Ephesus and 
in practically the whole province of 
Asia.



Acts 19:24-27

“He says that gods made by human 
hands are no gods at all. There is 
danger not only that our trade will lose 
its good name, but also that the temple 
of the great goddess Artemis will be 
discredited; and the goddess herself, 
who is worshiped throughout the 
province of Asia and the world, will be 
robbed of her divine majesty.”



Acts 19:28 NIV

When they heard this, they were furious 
and began shouting: 
“Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!”



Acts 19:31 NIV

Even some of the officials of the 
province, friends of Paul, sent him a 
message begging him not to venture into 
the theater.



Acts 19:40 NIV

“As it is, we are in danger of being 
charged with rioting because of what 
happened today. In that case we would 
not be able to account for this 
commotion, since there is no reason for 
it.”



Ephesians 3:10-11 NIV

[God’s] intent was that now, through 
the church, the manifold wisdom of God 
should be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly realms, 
according to his eternal purpose that he 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.



Ephesians 3:17b-19 NIV

And I pray that you, being rooted and 
established in love, may have power, 
together with all the Lord’s holy people, 
to grasp how wide and long and high 
and deep is the love of Christ, and to 
know this love that surpasses 
knowledge – that you may be filled to 
the measure of all the fullness of God.


