
  

The hopeful journey of faith 

Hebrews 12.1-2 



Genesis 12.1-4aNIV 

 

​ The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your 

country, your people and your father’s household to 

the land I will show you. “I will make you into a great 

nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name 

great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those 

who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earthwill be blessed through 

you.” 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him... 



Proverbs 3.1-6NIV 

My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my 

commands in your heart, for they will prolong your 

life many years and bring you peace and prosperity. 

Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind 

them around your neck, write them on the tablet of 

your heart. Then you will win favor and a good 

name in the sight of God and man. Trust in the Lord 

with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and 

he will make your paths straight. 



Hebrews 12.1-2NIV 

 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 

cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 

hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let 

us run with perseverance the race marked out for 

us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 

perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he 

endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat 

down at the right hand of the throne of God. 



Genesis 11.1-9NIV 

 

​ Now the whole world had one language and a 

common speech. As people moved eastward, they 

found a plain in Shinar and settled there. They said 

to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake 

them thoroughly.” They used brick instead of stone, 

and tar for mortar. 



Genesis 11.1-9NIV 

 

Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, 

with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that 

we may make a name for ourselves; otherwise we 

will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 

But the Lord came down to see the city and the 

tower the people were building. The Lord said, “If as 

one people speaking the same language they have 

begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will 

be impossible for them. 



Genesis 11.1-9NIV 

Come, let us go down and confuse their language 

so they will not understand each other.” So the Lord 

scattered them from there over all the earth, and 

they stopped building the city. That is why it was 

called Babel—because there the Lord confused the 

language of the whole world. From there the Lord 

scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 



Genesis 12.1-4aNIV 

 

​ The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your 

country, your people and your father’s household to 

the land I will show you. “I will make you into a great 

nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name 

great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those 

who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earthwill be blessed through 

you.” 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him... 



Thomas Cahill: The gift of the Jews 

 

"...For Avram (Abraham) however, Haraan was to 

be but a stage. What is odd about this passage is 

the assumption that the family's destination is to be 

'the land of Canaan', a hinterland of the Semitic 

tribes, who (at least in Sumerian caricature) ate 

their meat raw and didn't even know how to bury 

their dead. 



Thomas Cahill: The gift of the Jews 

 

No one whose family was established at Ur would have 

thought to leave it except for a similar city. So what we 

may be witnessing here is a migration in the wrong 

direction, a regression to simpler roots from which the 

urbanized Semites who had settled at Sumer had been 

cut off for centuries. But this particular migration would 

change the face of the earth by permanently changing 

the minds and hearts of human beings. (Pg. 59) 



Exodus 2.1-10NIV 

 

​ Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite 

woman, and she became pregnant and gave birth 

to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, 

she hid him for three months. But when she could 

hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for 

him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she 

placed the child in it and put it among the reeds 

along the bank of the Nile. His sister stood at a 

distance to see what would happen to him. 



Exodus 2.1-10NIV 

 

Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to 

bathe, and her attendants were walking along the 

riverbank. She saw the basket among the reeds 

and sent her female slave to get it. She opened it 

and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry 

for him. “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she 

said. Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, 

“Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to 

nurse the baby for you?” 



Exodus 2.1-10NIV 

 

“Yes, go,” she answered. So the girl went and got 

the baby’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, 

“Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay 

you.” So the woman took the baby and nursed him. 

When the child grew older, she took him to 

Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. She 

named him Moses, saying, “I drew him out of the 

water.” 



Hebrews 11.23NIV 

By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months 

after he was born, because they saw he was no 

ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king's 

edict. 



Exodus 2.11-12NIV 

One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to 

where his own people were and watched them at their 

hard labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of 

his own people. Looking this way and that and seeing no 

one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 



Hebrews 11.24-26NIV 

 

By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be 

known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. He chose to be 

mistreated along with the people of God rather than to 

enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He regarded disgrace 

for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the 

treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his 

reward. 



If God calls us to leave our place of comfort, it is 

because he has something better for us 

Take away number 1 



If God calls us to things, they will 

always be a bit more than we 

can handle 

Take away number 2 



God doesn't call the qualified. He 

qualifies the called  

Take away number 3 



Hebrews 11.38-40NIV 

 

...the world was not worthy of them. They wandered 

in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in 

holes in the ground. These were all commended for 

their faith, yet none of them received what had been 

promised, since God had planned something better 

for us so that only together with us would they be 

made perfect. 
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