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The Rock: 11-08-2020 

Series: Abiding love 

      

First reading:  1 John 4:17-19 

Title:  Our assurance 

Scripture: 1 John 4:7-21  

Theme: 

 John, this week is driving home the 

truth that because God loves us, we can 

have absolute assurance of our salvation 

in Christ. 

Introduction: 

I looked at my notes this week as I 

settled in to writing and the first thing 

I saw on the page in my sermon notebook 

was the following words: 

“Bit of more than I can chew -as we are 

trying to focus on assurance.” 

A real confidence builder this morning as 

we start, I know, but there you have it. 

We ended last week with that very 

reminder, that even in this world of 

confusion, we have full assurance in 

Christ that what he has promised to us is 

true. 
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Why do I say that? How do I know? John, 

of course, when he tells us: 

“By this we know that we abide in him and 

he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit.” 

-1 John 4:13 ESV 

By loving and abiding (one of John’s 

favorite words), we can have confidence. 

The doctrine of salvation (our assurance) 

is what John is focused on in this 

passage this morning. 

We doubt, we fear, we question, too often 

in my mind if we have pleased God enough 

today. Are we doing enough good things to 

outweigh the bad things?  

Being honest with ourselves about 

questions like this will actually help us 

to grow in His grace as we realize the 

truth of the Bible -No, we aren’t and we 

can’t ever do enough.  

However, that’s really ok. Why? Because 

Jesus paid it all, all to him I owe. Sin 

had left a crimson stain, He washed it 

white as snow. A beautiful hymn and an 

assuring word written by Isaiah the 

prophet: 

 “Come now, let us reason together, says 

the Lord: though your sins are like 

scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
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though they are red like crimson, they 

shall become like wool.” 

-Isaiah 1:18 ESV 

Full confidence, full assurance of God’s 

love for you, for your salvation, and 

your sanctification. I find great peace 

and comfort in this, most especially in 

the unknown and unsettledness of our 

times. 

The Story: 

From this point, until the end of the 

letter, which we will reach on the 22nd of 

this month. It’s about time, I’m sure 

some of you are thinking. I thought you’d 

never end. 

But from here on, John, in wrapping 

things up is encouraging his people to 

stay in fellowship. Why? Because that 

produces the confidence needed. 

Doing so, also helps us to remember that 

we are saved and that we don’t need to be 

afraid -provided we are abiding in His 

love, shared with each other. 

A couple weeks ago we learned that the 

Christian life is about more than just 

words. It’s about our deeds and they are 

actually an indicator that our hearts and 

minds are right.  
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As I studied this past week, what stood 

out to me in light of our assurance, were 

verses 18-21. Verse 18 especially, as 

that is another one of those refrigerator 

verses: 

“There is no fear in love, but perfect 

love casts out fear. For fear has to do 

with punishment, and whoever fears has 

not been perfected in love.” 

-1 John 4:18 ESV 

But how many of us struggle with fear? I 

do. How many of us are unsure and 

struggle with the unknown which lies 

ahead? 

Coming out of the election, we look to 

the future and depending on if your 

person or people won, you probably have 

an unsettled fear about what the future 

holds. 

That is the beauty of God’s word. It is 

timeless and timely. It is here where we 

find eternal assurance that God is 

sovereign over all times, including our 

own today. 

There is no fear in love, because perfect 

love (Jesus) drives out fear. Why? 

Because fear deals with punishment, and 

Jesus was dealt our punishment on the 

cross.  
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He took all the weight, all the evil this 

world had to offer, allowed it to fall on 

Himself, and it killed Him. The powers 

that be (kings, kingdoms) thought they 

won, but they didn’t. 

He who was dead, walked out of the tomb 

very much alive, having defeated death 

through death itself. The greatest fear, 

it seems to me that this world faces, or 

more accurately avoids facing, is death. 

The fear of dying and the end of life. 

The what comes after question, if one 

thinks anything at all about the after-

life. Why? 

Because, outside of Jesus Christ all 

there is is fear of punishment or 

“nothingness”. We just step off into 

blackness. Either way – fear is on the 

other side. There is no assurance of 

anything, just fear of the unknown.  

But you see, John is reminding us of our 

assurance in Jesus. Perfect love casts 

out fear. Absolute confidence in the 

finished work of Jesus, is what takes 

fear away. 

Where is that confidence rooted? In love 

-there it is again. The love of God for 

His people, his called and chosen ones. 

Love is central and vital to the message 
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of the Bible. In fact, it is THE message 

of the Bible. 

It seems to me to be John’s summation of 

all his thoughts. It begins and ends with 

the love of God for us, and the absolute 

assurance that we have in that love. 

Do you remember that beautiful night time 

meeting between Jesus and Nicodemus, when 

Jesus is telling him of why He came into 

this world? 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave 

his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal 

life. For God did not send his Son into 

the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved 

through him. Whoever believes in him is 

not condemned…” 

-John 3:16-18a ESV 

In Chapter 17 of John’s gospel, I leave 

that for you to read, but the assurance 

of our salvation is made very clear in 

Jesus’s words: 

“I am praying for them. I am not praying 

for the world but for those whom you have 

given me, for they are yours. All mine 

are yours, and yours are mine, and I am 

glorified in them.” 

-John 17:9 ESV 
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You see, the driving motivation of our 

assurance of our salvation is really seen 

in this section of 1 John. Yet, I find 

that in reading his gospel as well, John 

has this as central in all his writings. 

Why? Because it is essential that we 

understand this. In the world of his day, 

as well as ours, there is not a whole lot 

we can be absolutely assured of.  

But John wants us to be. He actually 

tells us that love is perfected in us. 

(verse 12, 17) 

“No one has ever seen God; if we love one 

another, God abides in us and his love is 

perfected in us.” 

-1 John 4:12 ESV 

“By this is love perfected with us, so 

that we may have confidence for the day 

of judgment, because as he is so also are 

we in this world.” 

-1 John 4:17 ESV 

Now, what “perfected” means in this 

context is “to bring something to its 

intended purpose.” If that is the case, 

then verse 12 is saying that God’s love 

is brought to its intended and complete 

purpose when it works in and through our 

love for each other. 
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As a result of that, the intended, 

“perfected” love of God actually reveals 

Him to the world through our love for 

each other as brothers and sisters in 

Christ. 

Kind of a scary thing really. Why? Well, 

that forces me to ask myself the question 

of, “How is that looking in me and 

through me, to those who see me? Are they 

seeing Jesus at all?” 

Chuck Swindoll puts it this way for those 

of us living in Christ, and yet having 

never actually seen Him with our own 

eyes: 

“From the second century onward, nobody 

alive has directly encountered Jesus like 

that. We read accounts of those who had, 

and we believe in Him, but we can’t 

experience Him physically in the same 

way. This fact makes this second means of 

revealing God’s character (LOVE) so 

important today. Because we can’t see, 

hear, handle the incarnate Son of God, 

the only evidence of God’s character as 

love on earth is the Christ-like love of 

believers. God’s love flowing through 

them.” 

-Living insights: Pg. 114-115 
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You see, this is why it is so very 

important that we are different from the 

world -not weird, but different!  

How we genuinely love each other, handle 

conflict, disagreement, differences of 

opinion in so many things, how we build 

each other up and spend time with one 

another, encouraging each other. 

If we have Jesus at the center of all 

those things, love becomes the primary 

driver in our motivation. Most especially 

when we are trying to help one another 

whenever we see each other making 

mistakes and coming up short.  

Listen, if you have a brother or sister 

in Christ who loves you enough to invest 

time in you and help you see your 

shortcomings, and at the same time trying 

to build you up, be thankful to God. That 

is His love in action through His people 

in your life!  

Healthy Biblical relationships, how we 

handle our finances even, how and why we 

tithe, and support God’s work here is a 

reflection of God’s love through us. 

Our marriages and how we live them out 

and maintain them, our jobs, everything 

is impacted and seen by those who don’t 

believe. “Oh, that’s what God looks like? 
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That’s how He responds and acts in our 

lives.” 

These are all things which assure us that 

we are saved, and we are saved by grace 

alone through faith alone. But we aren’t 

saved and given this assurance for 

nothing.  

It shows the world the perfect love of 

God in action. Remember a couple weeks 

ago, the story of wearing His coat well? 

We are saved FOR good works, not by, but 

FOR. Paul really reinforces this in 

Ephesians two: 

“For by grace you have been saved through 

faith. And this is not your own doing; it 

is the gift of God, not a result of 

works, so that no one may boast. For we 

are his workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 

-Ephesians 2:8-10 ESV 

Listen don’t go through life full of 

wondering and doubt about if you have 

done enough to please God. No, Jesus has 

done all that is necessary.  

You, however, have been created and saved 

with and for a purpose. Good works which 

He has prepared for you to do.  
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So, is He showing that work in us, by 

working through us? Are we doing what he 

has designed us to do, created us to do? 

That’s a great question to ask. 

Listen, nobody has to be somebody else to 

feel as though they are worth something. 

That’s the stupidity of this world. If I 

could be like so and so, or be like that 

person, or have that house, that amount 

of money and so on, I would be… 

No, none of that matters. What matters is 

that you are seeking Him for what He has 

you to be and to do until he takes you 

home to be with Him or He returns.  

We are not saved by what we do, and that 

is so important to understand if we wish 

to be settled in that assurance of 

salvation. There is nothing at all that 

we could do in this life that would 

warrant God looking at us and saying: 

“Yup that one’s good enough.” 

He saved us and set us up for success. 

Our assurance comes from that. In 

“returning the favor”, for a lack of a 

better way to put it, we seek to do the 

things He created us to do, and that 

pleases Him. 

That is how our assurance works itself 

out in our lives, how it proves itself to 

be true, as John would say.  
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My works, your works are the evidence 

that God loves me and gave His son for 

me. So, what ought I to do to return that 

blessing? Again, the words of Swindoll: 

“When it comes to personally responding 

to God’s love shown to us through Christ, 

God desires not that we pay it back, but 

that we pay it forward.” 

-Living insights: Pg. 114 

I love that! Pay it forward -It opens up 

the door of blessing others in this 

world, and builds our confidence in Him, 

as we see Him work through us. 

Perfected love, in us and through us; 

that drives out fear. Look for the next 

right thing to do, don’t sit around 

making the old “Pentecostal” mistake I 

used to always make -waiting for that big 

earth-shattering Ka-boom. 

Where God suddenly appears at the foot of 

my bed and says: “Michael, here is your 

plan for the week!” 

No, that type of visitation, I have 

really discovered, never ends well. It 

put Daniel in bed for days, made Isaiah 

sick and deeply unsettled others. 

Just do the next right thing. It may not 

make the front page of the papers, in 
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fact most often no one but God will know. 

Do it anyway.  

In doing the right thing at the moment 

God stirs you to do so, may very well be 

the answer to a long-prayed prayer of a 

person looking to see if God really is 

who He says He is.  

That’s love for our brother and sister, 

isn’t it? Not the front page of the 

paper, not the photo op for our social 

media account, but rather the quiet day 

to day doing of the gospel. 

You know, that’s just how we know we love 

God, who we have never seen. John sorts 

that out here at the close of this 

section when he says: 

“We love because he first loved us. If 

anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his 

brother, he is a liar; for he who does 

not love his brother whom he has seen 

cannot love God whom he has not seen. And 

this commandment we have from him: 

whoever loves God must also love his 

brother.” 

-1 John 4:19-21 ESV 

We love because He first loved us. If you 

take nothing away from today, let it be 

that. I pray it’s more than that, but if 

not, that will be sufficient. 
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I want to close with this from the 

Apostle Paul as it is very helpful to me: 

“For while we were still weak, at the 

right time Christ died for the ungodly. 

For one will scarcely die for a righteous 

person—though perhaps for a good person 

one would dare even to die— but God shows 

his love for us in that while we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, 

therefore, we have now been justified by 

his blood, much more shall we be saved by 

him from the wrath of God. For if while 

we were enemies we were reconciled to God 

by the death of his Son, much more, now 

that we are reconciled, shall we be saved 

by his life. More than that, we also 

rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom we have now received 

reconciliation.” 

-Romans 5:6-11 ESV 

We love because He first loved us, and 

that love is God’s love working through 

us to a world in need of genuine, deep, 

abiding love. That is the deep assurance 

we can and should have in our secure 

salvation, in Christ! 

Paul is very clear here that we were 

saved when we were not worthy of saving. 

Why then would we go through life 

thinking we have to do something more to 
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earn something that was freely given -in 

spite of ourselves? 

Your salvation is a free gift, you didn’t 

earn it, and if it has been given to you 

genuinely by God himself through Jesus, 

you would be hard pressed to lose it, 

since you are kept in Him and assured by 

Him that you are his child.  

Walk in that confidence, abide in His 

faithfulness and His love that is in you 

by the Holy Spirit. Your assurance is 

guaranteed. 

 

 

   

 

 

 


