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The Rock: 10-11-2020 

Series: Abiding love 

        

First reading:  1 Corinthians 15:1-4 

Title: Abide in Him  

Scripture: 1 John 2:18-29 

Theme:  

In this section of John’s letter, the ESV 

heading reads. “Warning concerning 

Antichrists”. What ought to be a clear 

and a directed line of thinking, I have 

found is not typically the case. However, 

being rooted in the truth of the Gospel 

always keeps us walking in the light.  

Introduction: 

One of the principles I grabbed onto over 

the course of these past few years is 

this: 

“The plain things are the main things, 

and the main things are the plain 

things.” 

In other words, the clear teachings of 

the Bible are the most important things 

for us to know and understand. 

Surprisingly, if you were to dissect the 

Bible, and many people do so in an 
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unhealthy way, to the shame and confusion 

of most.  

If you do so however, in a way that 

separates clear teaching from unclear 

teaching, you will find that the unclear 

teaching of Scripture is such a small 

portion of the Bible.  

When I tell people that they are shocked 

and tend not to believe it. Afterall, the 

Bible is so mysterious and cryptic, 

right? Well, no. Not really. 

The Story: 

This little section in John’s letter can 

be one of those types of passages. It 

becomes so because we bring to it an 

understanding or assumption about this 

person, ‘The Anti-Christ’, and then ask 

the question: “How can there be many of 

them?” 

That’s a good question, albeit a wrong 

question, born out of wrong theology and 

understanding of what John is teaching. 

If you have spent time reading the Bible 

you know that Daniel, and Paul 

specifically talk about this mysterious 

figure of history.  

Daniel, in that incredible chapter in his 

writings, Chapter 9 calls him the 

desolator: 
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“And he shall make a strong covenant with 

many for one week, and for half of the 

week he shall put an end to sacrifice and 

offering. And on the wing of abominations 

shall come one who makes desolate, until 

the decreed end is poured out on the 

desolator.” 

-Daniel 9:27 ESV 

But that portion at least, in that 

chapter is shrouded in mystery as to who 

this person is. And that is for another 

time, but Paul too makes mention of this 

mysterious and evil figure who at the end 

will embody all evil and act out against 

the people of God. 

“Let no one deceive you in any way. For 

that day will not come, unless the 

rebellion comes first, and the man of 

lawlessness is revealed, the son of 

destruction, who opposes and exalts 

himself against every so-called god or 

object of worship, so that he takes his 

seat in the temple of God, proclaiming 

himself to be God. Do you not remember 

that when I was still with you I told you 

these things?” 

-2 Thessalonians 2:3-5 ESV 

It seems clear that this is one person, 

or entity embodying pure evil and is bent 

on destroying God’s people in this world.  
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But is that what and who John is talking 

about in his letter to the church? That 

question needs to be asked because some 

folks who look at this passage and will 

say, ‘Yes, he must be.”  

Even though John clearly talks about many 

anti-Christ’s and that they are coming, 

have come and actually went out. An 

unsettling thought given where he says 

they went out from: 

“Children, it is the last hour, and as 

you have heard that antichrist is coming, 

so now many antichrists have come. 

Therefore we know that it is the last 

hour. They went out from us, but they 

were not of us; for if they had been of 

us, they would have continued with us. 

But they went out, that it might become 

plain that they all are not of us.” 

-1 John 2:18-19 ESV 

These anti-Christ’s went out from among 

us. Not to state the obvious, but here it 

is. If they went out from among us, that 

means they were what? Once among us.  

Looking like us, acting like us and even 

talking the talk like us, but they were 

not us.  

John is deeply concerned that this has 

happened and is addressing, at least in 

this instance, the teachings and life 
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style of these people who professed 

belief, but never genuinely confessed 

repentance to God and found forgiveness 

in Christ. 

Why? Because they never sought it. John 

understands that while there will be one 

ultimate “Anti-Christ”, there will also 

be many along the way who seek to destroy 

the church by distorting the truth. 

In his day in fact, a man by the name of 

Cerinthus was teaching a gnostic 

framework of Jesus and the world, and 

declaring that to be the truth, leading 

believers to question of not outright 

stray.  

Chuck Swindoll: 

“…a well-educated man named Cerinthus had 

taught that this physical world had been 

made by a lesser god, much inferior to 

the primary god. Concerning Jesus, 

Cerinthus taught that He was just the 

natural son of Mary and Joseph. He 

asserted that though Jesus was more 

righteous that others, He didn’t become 

infused with the Spirit of Christ until 

His baptism, when the heavenly ‘Christ’ 

descended upon Jesus to use Him as a 

mouthpiece to proclaim the unknown 

Father. What Rubbish!” 

-Swindoll’s Living Insights Pg. 64 
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It was and is these types of things which 

pastors, elders, and church leaders much 

be always aware of. Really looking and 

listening to the teachings in order to 

insure that those under our care are not 

being led astray into wrong doctrine. 

I know that sounds so dark ages and 

archaic, but the reality is this, there 

is far more of this type of bizarre 

teaching going on in the church than we 

care to admit.  

Chasing after feelings, divine mysteries, 

portals and special ‘anointings’, as a 

way to discover Jesus. When the Gospel of 

Christ is very clear. The deity of Jesus, 

the God/Man is front and center on the 

pages of Scripture. 

John says the proof that they were not of 

you IE: NOT CHRISTIANS, is in the fact 

that they left you.  

Now to be clear, this is not the person 

who decides because they aren’t getting 

what they want, they don’t like the 

vision and direction of the church, or 

the service times so they find another 

place. 

No, that person has another set of issues 

that need to be put before God, but what 

John is talking about here is the person 
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who gave lip service but never gave their 

heart. UN-converted, as it were.   

How do we know? Because of what they 

teach and the fact that they will not 

submit to the leadership and sound 

teaching of the Scriptures, so they take 

their story and teaching elsewhere. 

Causing division and confusion everywhere 

they go. John encourages his children 

though, as he continues in his letter. 

Doing so out of a deep concern for their 

spiritual well-being: 

“But you have been anointed by the Holy 

One, and you all have knowledge. I write 

to you, not because you do not know the 

truth, but because you know it, and 

because no lie is of the truth.” 

-1 John 2:20-21 ESV  

You are anointed. How do I know? Well it 

almost sounds arrogant as he says what he 

does. You know, and because you know, I 

continue to speak the truth to you. How 

do I know? Because I taught you and you 

believed. 

The proof of this is that you continue to 

abide! You have not left. OH -in a world 

where everyone is so certain of what they 

believe. That is until you challenge what 

they believe, and cause doubt. 
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Then you discover from them, that nobody 

can really know anything with any kind of 

certainty. However, when people make such 

statements, I ask them: “How are you so 

certain that we can’t be certain about 

anything? Because you sound really 

certain…” 

Yet, if you abide in him, you discover 

these things, jumping to verse 24. We 

will return to 22-23: 

“Let what you heard from the beginning 

abide in you. If what you heard from the 

beginning abides in you, then you too 

will abide in the Son and in the Father.” 

-1 John 2:24 ESV 

You see, one of the best things to 

remember next to the plain things being 

the main things, is that the Bible 

interprets the Bible. Now, there are many 

books which are very helpful, to be sure. 

Just remember, the Bible is the best 

interpreter of the Bible. 

Paul, in his letter to the Galatian 

churches is wrestling with this thought 

as well. Stay in HIM, and watch out for 

those who lead you astray: 

“I am astonished that you are so quickly 

deserting him who called you in the grace 

of Christ and are turning to a different 
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gospel— not that there is another one, 

but there are some who trouble you and 

want to distort the gospel of Christ. But 

even if we or an angel from heaven should 

preach to you a gospel contrary to the 

one we preached to you, let him be 

accursed. As we have said before, so now 

I say again: If anyone is preaching to 

you a gospel contrary to the one you 

received, let him be accursed.” 

-Galatians 1:6-9 ESV 

Well, that begs the question -and here is 

the root of it all, even up to today -

WHAT IS THE GOSPEL AND HOW DO WE ABIDE IN 

IT? 

Again, Paul, in what is probably the 

earliest documented writing of what the 

Gospel is, the first written “Creed” if 

you look at it that way is in his letter 

to the Corinthians: 

“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the 

gospel I preached to you, which you 

received, in which you stand, and by 

which you are being saved, if you hold 

fast to the word I preached to you—unless 

you believed in vain. For I delivered to 

you as of first importance what I also 

received: that Christ died for our sins 

in accordance with the Scriptures, that 

he was buried, that he was raised on the 
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third day in accordance with the 

Scriptures…” 

-1 Corinthians 15:1-4 ESV 

All in accordance with the Scriptures. 

Why is Paul saying that over and over 

again? Because it is and was to the 

Scriptures that he, John, Peter, James 

and all others went to get the 

understanding of what God was doing in 

this world for His people. 

Cerinthus was doing no such thing! How do 

I know? Because what he taught was not 

even close to being in accordance with 

the Scriptures.  

Be careful, be very careful. A good/great 

question to ask when we listen to songs, 

read a book, and when we listen to 

someone speak is this: “Does it line up 

with what the Bible says?” “Is it 

according to the Scriptures?” 

For those whom Paul dealt with, and those 

whom John is dealing with here in our 

study, is: “No, it did not.” It was 

actually contrary to -in other words: 

Anti-gospel 

Anti-Christ, against the truth and sound 

teaching of the Bible. One of the prime 

ways we know that to be true? They left 

when they were challenged and told to 
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stop teaching lies that were contrary to 

the word of God. 

This isn’t, as I’ve said, “I don’t like 

the pastor or the vison or the music so 

I’m leaving.” This is a doctrinal issue 

and concern. For these people obviously 

did not believe the truth of the Gospel. 

What is that? That this Jesus of Nazareth 

was and is fully God and fully man. That 

He came to die for the sins of the whole 

world, starting with me, that He rose on 

the third day, was seen by many eye 

witnesses -Remember chapter 1. Proof for 

our faith in the validity of this claim, 

and that He ascended back into heaven 

where He intercedes for us every day and 

will return again to judge this world and 

all of its systems. 

You see, John makes this even more clear 

in verses 22-23. Told you we’d get back 

to them: 

“Who is the liar but he who denies that 

Jesus is the Christ? This is the 

antichrist, he who denies the Father and 

the Son. No one who denies the Son has 

the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has 

the Father also.” 

-1 John 2:22-23 ESV 

This is not an unclear teaching at all. 

You cannot say Jesus isn’t the Messiah 
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and didn’t rise from the dead and at the 

same time say you love and have the 

Father. It is untrue -a lie. 

You see, the story is the same from the 

beginning, and the problem you face is 

that from among you -there are those who 

have not only strayed from the truth of 

that story -but have begun to actually 

teach a different story. 

But not one that is so dynamically 

different, so as to be obvious about it. 

Swindoll again: 

“The specter of spiritual deception 

doesn’t have to win.” 

-Swindoll’s Living Insight’s Pg. 59 

I would add to that -All it needs to do 

is distract, cause doubt and create 

division. Who actually does that? We do. 

Which is why we must be rooted in the 

word, attached to a healthy community of 

believers, praying for and working toward 

the discipleship and care of one another.  

Part of our assurance in knowing that we 

are abiding in Him is seen in what we do 

and what we actually believe. Again verse 

24- ‘Let what you heard abide in you.” 

What that means is this: It really does 

matter what you read, sing and are 
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taught. Because it defines your world-

view and your view of Jesus Christ. 

Too many times I have heard it said that 

all that really matters is love. But love 

cannot be genuine love if you first don’t 

know Him who is LOVE. 

Right doctrine always leads to right 

living. Right living proves that you are 

in Christ and are being kept by God. 

Verse 25: 

“And this is the promise that he made to 

us—eternal life.” 

-1 John 2:25 ESV 

This is no guessing game, no manipulative 

mess we live. This is the eternal God, 

the creator of the universe who loves you 

so very much that He gave Jesus, and He 

did so not is some secret coded- test 

game. 

No, He came to you in light and in the 

awareness that we are not and have not 

looked for Him, but that He came looking 

for us. Why? Because He loves us!  

Now we are back to John 15. Do you see 

how important this is for your growth and 

well-being to understand all that you 

have in Christ. 
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Do you know how important it is today to 

know that you know and are taught in a 

clear and concise way? This world is so 

full of doubt, masquerading around in 

pride and arrogance. So assured of what 

it knows, yet the world can no longer 

even clearly understand what is a human, 

say nothing of what it means TO BE HUMAN. 

No, the truth will set you apart, and it 

will shine as Tolkien says: like the 

light of Elendiel into dark places when 

all other lights go out. So, understand 

these kinds of people my friends, and 

beware. 

With this I close: 

“If the world hates you, know that it has 

hated me before it hated you. If you were 

of the world, the world would love you as 

its own; but because you are not of the 

world, but I chose you out of the world, 

therefore the world hates you. Remember 

the word that I said to you: A servant is 

not greater than his master.’ If they 

persecuted me, they will also persecute 

you. If they kept my word, they will also 

keep yours. But all these things they 

will do to you on account of my name, 

because they do not know him who sent me. 

If I had not come and spoken to them, 

they would not have been guilty of sin, 

but now they have no excuse for their 
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sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father 

also. If I had not done among them the 

works that no one else did, they would 

not be guilty of sin, but now they have 

seen and hated both me and my Father. But 

the word that is written in their Law 

must be fulfilled: They hated me without 

a cause.’ “But when the Helper comes, 

whom I will send to you from the Father, 

the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from 

the Father, he will bear witness about 

me. And you also will bear witness, 

because you have been with me from the 

beginning.” 

-John 15:18-26 ESV 

You are kept, you have been sealed, and 

you have The Helper. Do not stray from 

the truth He reveals to you out of the 

pages of Scripture.  

Stay the course -hold the line-love with 

the love of Christ which draws all 

peoples to Him. You will know the truth 

and it will set you free and help you 

discern the true teaching of the Gospel.  

 

 

 

 


