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Series: Resurrection!       May 21, 2017 

Title: Glory 

[Slide 1]  

Text: 1 Corinthians 15:35-49 

Caterpillar Conversations 

Hanging out on the milkweed: 

[Slide 2] 

In the middle of June, when new shoots of milkweed grew in the fields, the 

monarchs returned. The females landed on the new milkweed and laid their 

eggs – as many as 200 per day. 4 days later tiny caterpillars emerged from 

their egg casings – ready to eat milkweed.  

As the caterpillars marched up a milkweed stalk, the conversation was – as 

always – all about food.  

“That last leaf was a little bitter for my taste,” said the first caterpillar. 

“You think so?” asked the one behind him. “I thought it had nice spicy 

overtones.” 

“I’m not into spicy overtones. I’m an ‘all you can eat’ kinda guy. Keep it 

simple and keep it coming! That’s what life’s all about, right? So many 

milkweed and so little time. Let’s eat!” 

They took their places on a fresh leaf and chowed down.  

Caterpillar funerals: 

[Slide 3] 

A couple of weeks went by, a lifetime for a caterpillar. 

Then something strange started happening. A caterpillar stopped eating, 

wandered around for a bit, then attached itself to the underside of a leaf or 

twig. It spun itself a silky covering until it completely disappeared.  

Then…well, nothing. Silence. Just a shiny green bag hanging under a twig 

where there had once been a living, eating, crawling caterpillar. 
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The survivors gathered for yet another caterpillar funeral. 

“I can’t believe that he’s gone! Gone! Just like that, in the prime of life. He 

always knew how to find the best leaves, that’s for sure. I never thought 

he’d end up in one of those awful green bags!” 

“What do you think happened to him?” asked another caterpillar. “Where did 

he go? I saw one of those green bags yesterday, but it was empty. Nobody 

home. Not a trace. Just a green bag split open hanging under a leaf.” 

The discussion went on for several minutes, until everyone decided they 

were hungry and went back to munching milkweed leaves. 

An orange and black butterfly flittered overhead, unseen by the worried 

caterpillars. She might as well have been from another planet. 

Butterfly: 

One by one, each of the caterpillars stopped eating and spun its own green 

bag. Once inside, it released enzymes that broke down its caterpillar body, 

until it was nothing but caterpillar soup. Nothing, except for 50 tiny disks of 

cells it had carried from the time it was an egg under a milkweed leaf. 

These tiny groups of cells, or imaginal disks, sprang into action, growing all 

of the organs of something radically different than a caterpillar: a monarch 

butterfly.  

[Slide 4] 

10 days after spinning its green bag, or chrysalis, the bag split open at the 

bottom, and a butterfly crawled out. It hung from the bottom of the chrysalis 

as its wings dried. Then, with a flap of those beautiful black and orange 

wings it was off to a new life. Now, at last, it could complete its life purpose. 

What began as a tiny pinhead-sized egg, and had crawled around munching 

milkweed, what had almost ceased to be within its chrysalis, was now an 

adult monarch in all its glory. 
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The Same only Different! 

Questions: 

In some ways, we’re like the caterpillars discussing the meaning and 

purpose of life as they munch on milkweed. We live in a world where you 

have to keep eating if you want to keep living. Like the caterpillars in the 

little story, we gather together at the death of a loved one. We wonder if this 

life is all there is. We wonder if we will ever see him or her again. And if so, 

in what kind of world? What will that be like? 

Paul’s skeptics couldn’t begin to wrap their heads around the possibility that 

there was any physical life after death. They hounded him with questions: 

[Slide 5] 

1 Corinthians 15:35 NIV 

“How are the dead raised?” 

“With what kind of body will they come?” 

“How?” “What kind of body?” Imagining our future after this life is over is no 

easier for us than for a caterpillar to try to understand what it means to be a 

butterfly. 

The Same only Different: 

Paul takes on the second question first: “What kind of body will we have at 

the resurrection of the dead?” 

His answer in a nutshell: “the same only different.” 

He dives back into the original Creation Story, reminding his readers of how 

God gave life in so many different forms to His Creation: plants, people, 

animals, birds and fish. Life can take different forms, or as Paul puts it, 

“different flesh.” 

He continues mining the Creation Story for examples, citing the different 

degrees of brilliance or splendor of the heavenly bodies: sun, moon, various 

stars. They all give light, but in different intensities.  

Think of the lowly, milkweed-munching caterpillar: it has exactly the same 

DNA as the beautiful monarch butterfly that flits past it on its milkweed leaf. 
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The two little creatures have an utterly different appearance – what Paul 

would call “flesh.” But they are actually the same individual. And in fact, the 

caterpillar is already carrying around in its flightless body the disks of cells 

that will become wings! 

The Resurrection Body: 

Paul’s challenge was to help the Christians in Corinth to think bigger than 

“milkweed”: 

[Slide 6] 

“The fundamental leap of imagination that Paul is asking the puzzled 

Corinthians to make is to a body which cannot and will not decay or die; 

something permanent, established, not transient or temporary.”  

(N.T.Wright, Resurrection of the Son of God, p. 347) 

Paul describes what it means to be “same only different” by means of 4 

contrasts: 

[Slide 7] 

1 Corinthians 15:42-44 NIV [amended] 

So will it be with the resurrection of the dead.  

 The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 

 It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; 

[Slide 8] 

 It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 

 It is sown a “soul-filled” body, it is raised a “Spirit-filled” body. 

Paul is describing us as becoming what we were meant to be in the first 

place! The original Creation Story describes us as being made in God’s 

image and likeness. In other words, we were meant to have bodies that 

were imperishable, glorious, powerful and filled with God’s life-giving Spirit. 

That opportunity was squandered by rebellion against the Creator. But God 

never gave up on us; He will one day restore what was lost and broken to all 

who put their trust in King Jesus. 
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Glory 

The Second Question: How? 

Sounds great, you might say, but just how is this going to happen? From our 

point of view, all the evidence points to death as the end of each human 

story. Souls may go to heaven, but bodies, in some form or another, are still 

here. How could the dead in Christ be raised? 

Again, Paul takes us back to the original Creation Story, to remind us that 

the Creator God started something there that He will only complete at the 

resurrection: 

[Slide 9] 

1 Corinthians 15:45 NIV 

So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam, 

a life-giving spirit.  

“A life-giving spirit”! Adam was created with what we know as earthly life, 

but the test in the Garden tells us that he had the potential for being 

transformed by the very Life of God. 

Jesus came to earth to become the First Human in a renewed human race: 

the last Adam, as Paul puts it. He is both the model of what we will become, 

and the One who will make it happen. He is now that Life-giving Spirit. At 

His return, He and He alone will call the dead from their graves, from the 

four winds, even the depths of the sea. He and He alone will swallow up 

Death once and for all. 

Glory! 

When that happens, we will discover our new identity: 

[Slide 10] 

1 Corinthians 15:46-49 NIV 

The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual.  

The first man was of the dust of the earth; the second man is of heaven.  
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[Slide 11] 

As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the 

heavenly man, so are those who are of heaven. 

And just as we have borne the image of the earthly man, so shall we bear 

the image of the heavenly man. 

Paul is not saying that when we die we go to heaven: end of story. He is 

saying something much more radical. He is saying that when Jesus raises us 

to new life in the resurrection, heaven will come to earth. We will at last 

bear the image of the heavenly man – Jesus.  

Then, at long last, God’s Creation will be restored. Earth will no longer be 

darkened by sin and death. We will live in that new Earth as those wearing 

the clothes of heaven itself. We will have bodies that are inhabited by and 

enlivened by nothing less than the same Spirit that raised Jesus from the 

dead. 

[Slide 12] 

We see the caterpillar munching on the milkweed and we say to ourselves: 

That’s a monarch caterpillar. One day it will be transformed into a monarch 

butterfly. We see what the caterpillar could never imagine in its caterpillar 

life. We see the coming glory. We see the caterpillar fulfilling its God-given 

destiny. 

Well, Paul says: “Dare to see the same for yourself! Dare to see that the 

same God who created the heavens and the earth, including little you, has 

not finished His work. His greatest creation work has already begun in Jesus. 

And it won’t be finished until He has raised you.” 

So look up from your milkweed leaf. That monarch that you sometimes 

catch a glimpse of is coming back one day to raise you out of your chrysalis 

so that you can live and reign with Him in His new world. There’s but one 

word to describe that new reality: Glory. 

 

 

 



7 
 

LIFE Group Lesson for “Glory” 

Ice Breaker 

 What’s your worst computer horror story? Blue screen of death? Lost 

files? Computer virus? Out of date machine? How did you fix it or get it 

fixed? 

Of “souls” and “spirits”: 

 When Paul explains the difference between our present existence and 

our new existence in God’s New Creation, he uses some words that 

have been confusing to people in our day: 

o I Corinthians 15:42-44 NIV 

o So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is 

sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in 

dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised 

in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual 

body. 

 Paul has already compared the resurrection to the change that 

happens to a seed after it “dies” and then sprouts as a new plant. 

o It’s “the same only different.” 

 Now he says that we are “planted” in death, and rise to new life. 

 So far, so good. But what does he mean by “natural body and spiritual 

body? 

 Here it is helpful to know exactly what words Paul actually used: 

o The word “natural” is a translation of sorts of the Greek word 

psychikos. It derives from the Greek word psyche, which means 

“soul.” 

o The word “spiritual” is a translation of the Greek word 

pneumatikos. It derives from the Greek word pneuma, which 

means “wind,” or “spirit.” 

Disembodied future or new kind of physical life? 

 Understandably, we would be tempted by the NIV translation to think 

that Paul is saying our physical or ‘natural’ bodies will be replaced by 

non-physical or ‘spiritual’ bodies. The logical place for such an 

existence would be in a non-physical heaven. 

 But that is not what Paul is saying at all. 
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o In the other places where he uses these words, he is referring to 

whether a person is functioning at the level of life common to all 

humankind (psychikos), or whether they are living at the level of 

life in the Spirit (pneumatikos).  

 For example, Paul writes earlier in this letter: 

o 1 Corinthians 2:114-15 NIV 

o The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that 

come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and 

cannot understand them because they are discerned only 

through the Spirit. 

o The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but 

such a person is not subject to merely human judgments. 

 You wouldn’t know it from this translation, but Paul has been using 

exactly the same two words here to describe: 

o “The person without the Spirit” = psychikos. 

o “The person with the Spirit” = pneumatikos. 

 His point: you are either filled with “soulishness,” your default 

programming, or you are filled with the Holy Spirit, God’s new 

programming. 

 Now, see how this fits into his description of the resurrection? 

o In the present time we bear – wear – the image of the earth. We 

are mortal, weak, dishonored by Sin, psychikos. 

o But in God’s New Creation we will bear – wear – the image of 

the heavenly man, Jesus the Messiah. We will be imperishable, 

glorious, strong, pneumatikos. 

 We will be humans as God meant them to be, with physical bodies 

immune to death and hearts and minds totally indwelt by God’s Spirit. 

Meanwhile… 

 In the meantime, we are already “temples” or dwellings for God’s 

Spirit. He has already begun to clothe us with the glory that will one 

day be ours. 

 But the work will not be done until the body is as renewed as the mind 

and we are a complete New Creation in Christ. 

 Think back to the question about your computer: 

o Imagine having a computer with so many glitches and viruses 

that it is beyond fixing. 

o You could throw it away as beyond hope. 



9 
 

o Or you could re-format it and download brand new, virus-free 

and glitch-free software. 

o You could take out the infected hard drive that would only re-

infect all your files. 

o When you do, you in effect have a new computer. Or better yet, 

you would have the same computer, but it would be doing what 

it was meant to do in the first place. 

 You see, even now we must decide whether we will be infected with 

the old software (psychikos) or allow God to begin and continue the 

renewal process by downloading His new software (pneumatikos). 

 The choice is ours, each and every day. 


