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SLIDE 1 

If you have your Bibles, I invite you to open up to 2 Chronicles 19 where we’ll spend the 

majority of our time. If you’re new with us, we’re continuing our series; Follow the 

Leader, studying the lives of the different Kings of Israel and the qualities that allowed 

them to be powerful leaders in their own lives and the culture around them. This series 

can help you see how God can turnaround your life and use you to impact your family, 

friends, and those around you. I believe if we open our hearts and take a posture of 

humility, God can and will change your life today.  

Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, reevaluated his culture and had to bring order to a 

chaotic situation. And as we will see he was able to do so because of his commitment to 

the Lord’s work and he did it in a desolate and dried up place. The surrounding 

kingdoms were powerful and their pagan culture penetrated Israel’s society and even 

worse, it infiltrated their hearts. Although, God delivered Israel out of slavery after 

hundreds of years they were still enslaved to the false gods of their culture. We’re told 

what kind of king he is despite the culture he lives in.  

SLIDE 2/3 

3 The Lord was with Jehoshaphat because he followed the ways of his father 

David before him. He did not consult the Baals 4 but sought the God of his father and 

followed his commands rather than the practices of Israel.  5 The Lord established the 

kingdom under his control; and all Judah brought gifts to Jehoshaphat, so that he had 

great wealth and honor. 6 His heart was devoted to the ways of the Lord; furthermore, he 

removed the high places and the Asherah poles from Judah. (2 Chronicles 17:3-6) We 

know a few things 1) the Lord was with him, 2) The Lord established the kingdom under 

his control, 3) His heart was devoted to the ways of the Lord.  

SLIDE 4 

4) He did not serve the false gods of Baal (God of the Storm) and Asherah (Lady of the 

Sea), which were two of the dominant false gods that flooded the culture…  

Baal was known as the god of storms, with power over the weather in a culture primarily 

dependent on agriculture and Asherah is known as the lady of the sea. People built altars 

to them and today we will be challenged with a few things, one in which is who are you 

building altars for? Jehoshaphat had to clean house and so he made sure the Asherah 

poles were destroyed and did not rely on Baal because he was charged by the Lord. To 

lead a spiritual revival and friends God wants to use you to lead a revival in your homes, 

in your workplace, etc.  

 

SLIDE 5 

If you want spiritual renewal you must ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the false gods in your 

life and ask for Jesus to take the highest throne in your heart. Our God burns with a 
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righteous jealousy, commanding us not to follow other gods, the gods of the people 

around us; for the Lord our God, who is among us, is a jealous God.  

Similar to Jehoshaphat’s time, we have many false gods, more than we can count. I’m 

afraid many are blind to their power. Anything that has your heart has control over you. 

There’s a book called, Counterfeit Gods by Tim Keller that does a great job of exposing 

many of the false gods in the world today. 

At the same time, how many of you know that all books can inform, but it’s only the word 

of the Lord that can transform? All you need is to ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the false 

gods in your life and you will see them clear as day. Money and greed, political idols, 

religious idols, sexual idols, self-indulgence, and many more. As long as there is a 

demand for sin there will be a supply. It’s incredible to look at ancient Israel and see the 

parallels to today’s culture. The worship of these false gods are generally not done like in 

ancient Israel in front of a giant altar. In our society it’s often a secret hidden deep in the 

heart. I mean look at the pornography industry. It’s a $13 billion sex trafficking industry 

and is mostly done on the most private device we have, our cell phones. Again, as long 

as there is a demand for pornography, the supply will continue to grow. If we stop 

feeding the system it will collapse. That is a false god that I refuse as a husband and 

father to allow in my household, but I don’t just say that I am proactive about it. I have 

three people who receive all of my Internet activity from my phone and computer.  

We should refuse to allow false gods to build high altars and places of worship in our 

hearts. What are we going to build as a church? I know what the pornography industry is 

building. I know what the Playboy industry is building. Playboy recently announced that 

as of next year they would no longer be carrying nude photos. Why? So they can reach a 

broader and younger market. They are building from the ground up. Time Magazine 

wrote, “In the battle for hearts and minds, porn has won. It is now as exotic as chewing 

gum…” So the competition is pornography vs. playboy, but in reality they are playing for 

the same team and the same false god. I know it’s a temptation and a struggle for many, 

but it can be overcome. How? The Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Gospel redeems sexual 

brokenness. The Gospel redeems the sinner. The Gospel redeems the heart. There is no 

competition with the Gospel. The Gospel has already won and so you and I no longer 

have to serve false gods and be enslaved to the powerful kingdoms around us because 

the most powerful kingdom is the kingdom of God and that kingdom forever reigns.  

I want you to be inspired today to shape the culture around you, your homes, your 

families, your friends, your neighborhoods, but it cannot and will not happen if we allow 

the false gods to infiltrate our hearts. Let’s clear the idols in our lives. Let’s not consult 

the Baals. Let’s remove the Asherah poles. And watch a beautiful garden grow in a 

desolate place. 

Many people get rid of false gods in their life and fill that hole with another false god. 

They might get out of a relationship and then move to following their dreams. They might 

clear out laziness for worshipping their body image. Jehoshaphat wanted to ensure that 

Judah would replace the false gods with the one true God.   
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SLIDE 6 

4 Jehoshaphat lived in Jerusalem, and he went out again among the people from 

Beersheba to the hill country of Ephraim and turned them back to the LORD, the God of 

their ancestors.  

A culture shaper fights for the hearts of people. Our God fights for our hearts. Jesus 

fights for the sinner. The Bible is full of stories of God fighting for his people, in fact next 

week that’s exactly what we will see. Jehoshaphat is engaged in a fight for the people by 

turning them back to the Lord and you and I have the same mission. We are to pursue 

and fight for the hearts of people. That’s exactly what Jehoshaphat did, he went to the 

people and he had a mission to turn them back to the Lord. Maybe you are one of those 

people who would say you were once close to God or you once knew God or you once 

believed in God and now that’s changed. You might have changed, your life might have 

changed, but I’m here to tell you God has not changed. And the same thing he did in 

Israel is the same thing he wants to do in your life.  

He wants you to turn back to him. Turning back to God implies turning away from 

something. He calls us to turn away or repent from our sin and turn back to him in faith. 

Repentance is not a one-time act of “God I’m sorry.” No repentance is a deep act of faith 

that God would give you a new heart.  

SLIDE 7 

I will give them a heart to know me, that I am the Lord. They will be my people, and I will 

be their God, for they will return to me with all their heart. (Jeremiah 24:7) It is a constant 

and daily surrender.  

So Jehoshaphat went to the people and turned them back to the Lord by destroying the 

Baals and the Asherah and because of that the culture began to shape the way God 

intended it. Next...  

SLIDE 8 
5 He appointed judges in the land, in each of the fortified cities of Judah. 6 He told them, 

“Consider carefully what you do, because you are not judging for mere mortals but for 

the LORD, who is with you whenever you give a verdict. 7 Now let the fear of the LORD be 

on you. Judge carefully, for with the LORD our God there is no injustice or partiality or 

bribery.”  

He appointed judges to make sure things were in order. Literally, Jehoshaphat means 

“The Lord Judges.” God used Jehoshaphat to bring order back to society. Jehoshaphat 

was not perfect by any means. When you go home tonight read chapter 18 and you will 

see he messed up, but God used him and he can use you too. So Jehoshaphat assigned 

judges to different cities. It’s similar to a referee assigned to a game. They are there to 

keep order and ensure justice. They literally can determine the outcome of a game. This 

is exactly what Jehoshaphat intended to do when he set out and appointed judges. 

These judges were to put order in the culture they were in charge of.  

In the same way, Christ appoints us as judges.  

SLIDE 9 
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“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and 

bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will 

give you.” (John 15:16) We are appointed to do what? Bear fruit...We are judges who 

bring order to a chaotic world. We are judges in our families. When everything in your life 

seems like its spiraling out of control and we’ve lost touch with who we are, God can 

bring order. He who is in you can bring order to your situation. The waves, the wind, and 

the storm listened to Jesus. If he can tame the chaotic sea, he can bring order to your 

life. Jesus is our judge, Jesus brings order.  

SLIDE 10 

“For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has 

appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” (Acts 

17:31) Certified, postmarked, signed sealed and delivered, whatever you call it…God 

proved his love for you through the death of his son. Jesus will judge the world. The 

word judge has a negative connotation that somehow God judging the world is a bad 

thing. Like he is up on heaven’s footstool counting wrongs and casting people left and 

right to hell and snatching people to heaven. God’s judgment is not a bad thing; it’s a 

glorious thing. God judging the world means that he will restore it.  

SLIDE 11/12 

“11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 12 

let the field exult, and everything in it! Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 13 

before the Lord, for he comes, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in 

righteousness, and the peoples in his faithfulness.” (Psalm 96:11-13) Our world is full of 

injustice, wickedness, oppression, persecution, arrogance, violence, disease, but we 

have hope that one day there will be justice. And you might say to yourself, “Why would 

a good God allow so much evil? Is he not in control?” And that’s a valid question and the 

answer is found in Christ. Our idea of power and control is much different than his. On 

the outside, it might seem that evil is running the show. Well, when Jesus was on the 

cross, slowly dying, it seemed like the world’s powers were running the show as well. It 

seemed like destruction and chaos would win, but God raised him up and when he was 

raised God showed who was in control, God showed his love for the world, God showed 

there is power in the name of Jesus.  

 

We are to be judges! That is to make things right. God has appointed us to bring order in 

the chaos, to bring light into the darkness, and to bring truth into a lie. We need people to 

be the judge and shape the culture around them and it starts in your heart. We are to 

bring order into broken and hopeless situations. We are to bring the Gospel of Christ into 

our homes. Every moment you have an opportunity to choose God’s way or your own 

way. In every conversation, in every interaction, and there will be day when the ultimate 

good judge will judge our work.  

SLIDE 13 
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may 

receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. This is a 

beautiful thing because this is Jesus Christ, the Man of Sorrows we are talking about. 

This is our judge. The same man who loved and died for sinners. This is not a corrupt 
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and evil judge. This is the judge who took God’s wrath on his own shoulders so that we 

are no longer under condemnation and so we are a part of the family of God.  

This is our hope. He will come again and will come again as judge! That my friends is 

when culture will be shaped the way it ought to be and at the name of Jesus every knee 

would bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue will confess 

that He is Lord. Until then we have work to do.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


