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Series: ID: Leaving Your Mark on the World    September 6, 2015 

Title: Making God’s Mark on the World 

[Slide 1]  

Text: Galatians 5:19-26 

The Creator’s Seal 

Making your mark in the world: 

[Slide 2] 

Your identity is what allows you to make your mark in the world. People in 

biblical times carried with them a personal seal that they could press into 

clay or wax to make their mark. For instance, if they were concluding a 

business arrangement, they could sign off on the deal by using their 

personal seal or signet. It was their signature. You can bet that they took 

good care of that seal! If someone stole that seal, they stole the owner’s 

identity as well. Thousands of these seals have been found in the Middle 

East, testimony to the identity of people we would never have known existed 

except for the markings on their personal seal. 

[Slide 3] 

We’re long past carting around a signet ring or seal to serve as our identity. 

But our identity is no less important when it comes to making our mark in 

the world. Think of the ways that people discover who you are: every time 

you post something on your Facebook page or tweet a comment into the 

twitterverse you are making a mark on your world. Google and Amazon are 

keeping track of what you like, what you look at, what you buy – all in an 

attempt to influence the way you spend your next dollars. They take a very 

refined guess at your identity; in some ways, they may “know” us better 

than we know ourselves! Why? So that they can influence how we make our 

mark in the world.  

So what kind of a mark do you want to make? 

The Creator’s Seal: 

You were created by God with a unique identity to make a unique impression 

on your world. King David wrote: 
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[Slide 4] 

Psalm 139:13-16 NIV 

For you created my inmost being; 

    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 

    your works are wonderful, 

    I know that full well. 

My frame was not hidden from you 

    when I was made in the secret place, 

    when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 

Your eyes saw my unformed body; 

    all the days ordained for me were written in your book 

    before one of them came to be. 

I can imagine a man like David walking into the shop of a person who 

crafted those precious seals. He and the craftsman would no doubt discuss 

just what would be on David’s personal seal. Then the craftsman would go to 

work, carving the design, and perhaps David’s name, into the surface of 

semi-precious stone. When he was finished, David would have his way to 

make a literal mark in the world. 

But David tells us that his true identity was not something that he could 

design or engineer. It was not something that a craftsman could capture on 

the face of a tiny seal! It was something knitted, woven, engraved if you 

will, into the very fabric of his being. It was an identity that only the Creator 

could design and convey. This identity alone could sum up “all the days 

ordained for me.” This was the only identity that mattered. You are God’s 

seal. You were meant to make God’s mark on the world. 

The Choice: 

Our New Exodus Journey – the journey we talked about last Sunday – is the 

journey of discovering and embracing that one true identity. It’s a journey I 

which we learn to leave behind the false identities that this world has 

imposed upon us or has tempted us to embrace. Instead, we dare to believe 

that the Creator of everything cares enough about us to free us from those 
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false identities and transform us into the person we were always meant to 

be. 

The choice is a stark one with no middle ground. The false ID by this world is 

one riddled with chaos and disorder. At best, it provides a series of coping 

mechanisms for negotiating the brokenness of the world. At worst, it lures 

us into lies about ourselves and others, and attempts to control and 

manipulate everyone and everything around us. People become objects of 

lust or targets of our anger and hate. We make a mark, but it is dark and 

destructive. 

The other choice is to let God carve our identity into the seal that is our 

heart and mind. When He does so, we become impressions of Him instead of 

ourselves. We make a mark, but it is His mark on the world. 

 

Chaos ID: 

“We are human!” 

[Slide 5] 

Nowhere is this broken world’s false ID more obvious than in the unfolding 

immigration crisis in Europe. While watching the news a few nights ago, I 

saw a refugee from the Middle East holding a cardboard sign which read: 

“We are human.” 

There he was, trying to escape a world that had collapsed into total chaos 

and destruction, only to find himself and his loved ones in a bizarre no-

man’s land: trapped in Budapest’s central train station with nowhere to go. 

All he could do to plead his case was offer this poignant reminder: “We are 

human!”  

A broken world – even the civilized world of the European Union – can lose 

sight of that basic ID. 

The “works of the flesh”: 

Paul paints a picture of this “chaos ID, by describing the kind of mark we 
make when we embrace any of the many false identities that the world 

around us offers. He calls that false identity our “flesh,” a term that refers to 

the part of us that has been corrupted by sin. 

[Slide 6] 
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Galatians 5:19-21 NIV 

The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and 

debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, 

selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and 

the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not 

inherit the kingdom of God. 

What you see here is a representative list of things that people fall into when 
their identity is determined by the forces arrayed against God and His Good 

Creation.  

 Paul begins by listing ways in which our core created identity is 

corrupted through sexual misconduct: immorality, impurity and 

debauchery. 

 He continues by listing two examples of spiritual corruption whereby 

we worship the world around us instead of the One Who created it: 

idolatry and witchcraft. 

 Next come divisive and destructive behaviors that turn one person 

against another. We become destroyers and defacers of those made in 

God’s image: hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 

dissensions, factions and envy. 

 Finally, he warns against those behaviors that rob us of our faculties 

and make us act in shameful ways: drunkenness, orgies, and the like. 

In every case, humans become less than human in how they act and in who 

they are. They become dark and ugly caricatures of what they were meant 

to be. You can think of this as a Chaos ID. 

Sound familiar? 

Sound familiar? This list of misbehaviors sounds like a rundown of a night of 

primetime TV shows: sex, violence, substance abuse plus a dash of the 

occult to spice things up. 

No wonder: this is the world we live in. It is a world in which humanity itself 

is degraded. Funny how, in an attempt to discover what it means to be truly 

human, a culture like ours has managed to do the opposite. You simply 

cannot discover what it means to be truly human by acting in ways that are 
inhuman! 

 

Making God’s Mark on the World 
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The “fruits of the Spirit” 

So what does our true identity look like in real life? What do we do when we 

make God’s mark on our world? Paul describes what God looks like in real 

life by showing us what God’s Spirit grows in our lives: 

[Slide 7] 

Galatians 5:22-23 NIV 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things 

there is no law. 

What a contrast to “the acts of the flesh”! 

 The first fruit, and most important of all, is love. When we love, we 

make God’s mark in His world, because “God is love.” 

 Joy and peace speak to a world that is ordered the way God meant it 

to be. Peace – Shalom – is God’s great gift to His people and His 

world. To know His joy and peace is to be truly human! 

 A broken world demands that love work itself out in forbearance, 

kindness, gentleness and goodness. When we react in anger or hatred 

we get sucked into the vortex of evil and chaos that rules our world. 

 Faithfulness and self-control stand in stark contrast to drunkenness 
and orgies. Such behaviors merely serve to cause a person to 

temporarily forget their false and flawed identity. But when we are 

made new in God’s Spirit, we have nothing to hide and no need to 

escape. We are finally free to be the person we were meant to be all 

along. 

 

Keeping in step: 

When my son was in high school he played the saxophone in the school 

band. Each spring the band would march in a parade along with the bands 

from other high schools. Down the street the band members would come in 

their uniforms, instruments held high, with the music echoing off the 

buildings. All of a sudden, they were no longer a hodge-podge of jr. and sr. 

high kids. They were something bigger: The BFA Fairfax Band!  

To watch a marching band is to see what Paul tells us to do as we walk out 

the reality of our new identity in the Spirit. He says: 
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[Slide 8] 

Galatians 5:24-26 NIV 

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions 

and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 

To be in the band means not choosing your own tune, but joining your fellow 

band members in playing the music that the conductor has chosen. It means 
you walk together, row by row and line by line, marching in time with each 

other. This is what Paul is talking about when he says: 

“Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” 

Paul is not talking about denying or losing our true identity or freedom. He is 

saying that we only find that identity when we line up with the one who 

made us and renews us. Just as every band member was both a unique 

individual and part of something bigger, in the same way, when we “line up” 

with the Spirit, we make a unique contribution and discover that our true 

identity is caught up in something vastly bigger than ourselves – the 

Kingdom of God. 

Making God’s Mark on the World: 

My favorite memory from my son’s time with the BFA band has to do with 
the way they practiced the music before they went out on the street to 

march. The conductor had them memorize the music. Then, he sat the 

whole band down in the band room and turned out the lights! Can you 

imagine being in a pitch black room with 30 or 40 teenagers?  

I asked my son why on earth the teacher did such a thing. He replied that 

the teacher had to be sure that they didn’t look at the music. Once out on 

the street as a marching band, there would be no music stands. You had to 

have the notes down pat. 

Sometimes as we travel our New Exodus Journey with God’s Spirit, it feels 

like we’re trying to play our notes in the pitch dark. All too often we won’t 

have the foggiest idea of what to do next or of how to do it! At times like 

this, all we need to do is “keep in step with the Spirit.” He is there to teach 

us, guide us, keep us on track. 

Here’s a prayer that I pray when I’m not sure what comes next: 

“Lord, I don’t know who I am or who I’m meant to be. My best guess is a far 

cry from what you know about me, how you see me, and what you have in 

store for me. 
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“Show me what to leave behind today. Show me what doesn’t “fit me” any 

more. Show me what new thing to embrace today, even if it seems strange 

and unfamiliar. 

“Create in me a clean heart, and renew a right spirit within me 

“Holy Spirit, plant, prune and harvest your fruit in my life today.” 

You were put here on earth to make God’s mark on the world. Let’s produce 

the fruit that makes that happen. 

 


