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Series: Gospel Women       March 15, 2015 

Title: Disciple 

[slide 1] 

Text: Luke 8:1-3 

 

Joanna the wife of Chuza 
 
Tiberius: 

 
In A.D. 20 King Herod Antipas established a brand new city to serve as the capital 

of his realm. He named it in honor of the emperor, Tiberius. He located the city on 
the western shore of the Sea of Galilee at the base of a mountain. The city was 
built as a spa around 17 hot springs.  
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Built over a cemetery, it was considered unclean by devout Jews, so much so that 
they refused to live in it. Herod was forced to import people from other parts of his 

realm to inhabit his new city. It was in every respect a declaration of the power of 
Rome, right down to its name. As Herod’s capital, it was filled with all of the 

important people of his kingdom. 
 
There is no record that Jesus ever even visited the city, even though He spent most 

of His ministry in Galilee. In fact, the city is only mentioned one time in the gospels, 
when John reports that people came from Tiberius by boat, looking for Jesus. Jesus 

may well have steered clear of the city, knowing that the king who had arrested 
and killed His cousin John the Baptist might do the same to Him. 
 

But the Good News was to come to Tiberius and its royal court just the same. And it 
came in a remarkable way. 

 
Joanna and Chuza: 
 

Early in his reign, Herod married the daughter of a neighboring king. It was a 
marriage designed as much as anything to keep peace between Herod’s realm and 

that of King Aretas IV of Nabatea. Nonetheless, the marriage lasted for many years, 
as did the peace between the two kingdoms. 

 
Somewhere along the line Herod brought into his court another Nabatean named 
Chuza. Chuza served as Herod’s finance minister, and was thus a highly important 

and influential member of the king’s court. Chuza married a local Jewish girl from a 
wealthy family in Galilee. Her name was Joanna. 
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Joanna and Chuza settled in Tiberius, living a life of wealth and luxury in Herod’s 
new city. And that would have been Joanna’s story, except for an illness that 

Tiberius’ mineral springs could not cure – and illness that one day brought her face 
to face with the rabbi from the Jewish village of Capernaum, just 10 miles away. 
 

Joanna and Jesus: 
 

In His travels around Galilee proclaiming God’s Kingdom, Jesus met needy men and 
women. One of them was Joanna the wife of Chuza: 
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Luke 8:1-3 NIV 
 
After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming 

the good news of the kingdom of God.  
 

The Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits 
and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 

Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many 
others.  
 

These women were helping to support them out of their own means. 
 

What the mineral waters of Tiberius could not do for Joanna, Jesus did with a word. 
He healed her disease and offered her the opportunity to become a part of a far 
greater Kingdom than that of Herod Antipas! And so it was that a wealthy courtier 

became one of Jesus’ followers, joining up with other men and women who 
answered the call of the Kingdom of God. 

 

Joanna disciple of Jesus 
 
The Disciples: 

 
We are all no doubt familiar with the fact that Jesus had 12 disciples. Luke tells us 
earlier in his Gospel how Jesus called them to follow Him: 
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Luke 6:12-13 NIV 
 

One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night 
praying to God. When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose 

twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles… 
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These are the same Twelve that Luke refers to in the beginning of chapter 8. But it 
would be a mistake to think that Jesus therefore only had 12 disciples. Luke goes 

on to tell us that the 12 were part of a much larger group: 
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Luke 6:17 NIV 

 
He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his 

disciples was there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from 
Jerusalem, and from the coastal region around Tyre and Sidon…. 
 

The defining mark of these many disciples was that, like the 12, they were with 
Jesus. It wasn’t just a matter of being called or having a title. The essence of being 

a disciple was that the person now spent their time with Him. Luke’s primary 
source, the Gospel of Mark, makes precisely this point in speaking of the 12 
disciples: 
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Mark 3:14-15 NIV 

 
He appointed twelve that they might be with him and that he might send them 
out to preach and to have authority to drive out demons. 

 
Again, the first and most important marker of a disciple was being with Jesus. 

 
The women: 
 

So what about Joanna and the other women that Luke mentions in the beginning of 
chapter 8. Too often, they have been thought of as behind-the-scenes support 

staff. They helped pay the bills; maybe they cooked the food and did the laundry. 
End of story. 
 

But that is not what Luke says. Luke tells us that “The Twelve were with him, and 
also some women…” These women, like the 12 disciples, were “with him.” They 

were equally disciples of Jesus. In fact, Luke takes the time to name three of the 
more important women disciples, just as he took the time to name the 12 most 
important male disciples. Two of these women – Joanna and Mary Magdalene – will 

reappear at the end of the story as the prime witnesses to Jesus’ death and 
resurrection! 

 
Disciples in Herod’s Court: 
 

New Testament scholar Richard Bauckham notes that Joanna was not the only 
member of Herod’s court to follow Jesus. In his second volume, The Acts of the 

Apostles, Luke tells us about another member of the court, a man named Manaen. 
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Acts 13:1 NIV 
 

Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon 
called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the 
tetrarch) and Saul. 

 
The early Christian writer Papias says that Manaen’s mother was raised from the 

dead by Jesus!  
 
John tells the story of another person connected to the royal court. A certain royal 

official came to Jesus asking that He might heal his son who lay sick in Capernaum. 
Jesus challenged him to believe that the miracle had happened, and sent him on his 

way. The man took Jesus at His word and went home. On his way home, servants 
came to meet him with the good news that the boy was alive and well. 
 

John 4:53 NIV 
 

Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to 
him, “Your son will live.” So he and his whole household believed. 

 
At least three different members of Herod’s court came to faith in Jesus. At least 
two of them, Joanna and Manaen, became His disciples. No wonder, then that even 

Herod became intrigued by the rabbi from Galilee and tried to see Him: 
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Luke 9:7-9 NIV 

 
Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on. And he was perplexed 

because some were saying that John had been raised from the dead, others that 
Elijah had appeared, and still others that one of the prophets of long ago had come 
back to life. But Herod said, “I beheaded John. Who, then, is this I hear such things 

about?” And he tried to see him. 
 

 

Disciple 
 
A choice of kingdoms: 

 
So what can we learn from Joanna the disciple of Jesus?  
 

The first thing we see in her is the radical choice she made to leave behind “the 
kingdom of this world” and attach herself to “the Kingdom of our God and of His 

Christ.” From an earthly point of view, Joanna “had it all.” She had wealth, security 
and influence. She enjoyed the finer things of life. Her husband was a respected 
and powerful member of Herod’s court. What more could she ask for? 
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Yet when she became sick, Herod and his luxuries could do nothing for her. It was 

only when she met the King of a far greater Kingdom that she found the healing 
she so desperately needed, forgiveness for her sins, and the new life that only God 

can give.  
 
She left the luxuries of the royal court to follow Jesus as He traveled through the 

villages and towns of Galilee, proclaiming the Good News of God’s Kingdom. And 
she found that her wealth could be put to good work, supporting Jesus and the 

other disciples in their work. 
 
Francis, another disciple: 

 
[Slide 10] 

 
In many ways, Joanna’s discipleship journey prefigures that of another disciple who 
came to follow Jesus some 1200 years later. Like Joanna, Francis of Assisi was born 

with a silver spoon in his mouth. As a young man, Francis lived a life of self-
indulgence and luxury. He went to war as a knight, but was captured and 

imprisoned. After his release he had a powerful encounter with Jesus in which he 
heard Christ commanding him to rebuild the decadent Christian church and devote 

himself to a life of poverty. 
 
Francis followed a very simple rule: “To follow the teachings of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and to walk in his footsteps.” He preached to ordinary people – and on some 
occasions even to the birds! His missionary outreach took him to the Sultan of 

Egypt.  
 
Today no one remembers that Egypt even had a Sultan. Few could name the kings 

of Francis’ time. But St. Francis is one of the most respected spiritual figures of all 
time. Why? Because he had found the greater Kingdom. 

 
Disciple: 
 

In every age, the “kingdom of this world” makes its play for our allegiance. It offers 
wealth, power, prestige and acceptance. It plays upon our fears, threatening us 

with ruin if we turn away from it. But in the things that matter most, this kingdom 
can do nothing for us. We bow to it only to find that we have sold our souls to 
others. 

 
Jesus drew a stark contrast between these two realms. After he was arrested by 

Herod, John the Baptist sent messengers to Jesus, asking if He were truly the one 
that John had predicted would follow him. When they had left, Jesus said: 
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Luke 7:24-28 NIV 
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“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? If not, 

what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear 

expensive clothes and indulge in luxury are in palaces. 26 But what did you go out to 

see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about 

whom it is written: 

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way before you.” 

I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet the 

one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 

[Slide 12] 

The symbol Herod chose to represent himself on his coins was a reed. There was 
only one royal palace in Galilee, and it was certainly the place where you would find 
the finest clothes and the richest luxuries. Contrast that with the prophet in the 

desert, preparing the way of the Lord and the coming of that greater Kingdom! And 
now Jesus is saying that the greater Kingdom is here. 

 
Joanna, more than anyone, knew both realms. She had walked the halls of Herod’s 

palace countless times. She had dined with the king and queen. This was her world. 

She would certainly have known all about the strange prophet that Herod had 

arrested. But she had met a greater King, one who healed her and called her to 

become a citizen of the Kingdom of God. 

Like Joanna, you and I must choose. Will we default back into the “kingdom of this 

world”? Or will we join with the angels in heaven, singing a new song? 

[Slide 13] 

Revelation 11:15 NIV 
 

The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, 
which said: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of 
his Messiah, and he will reign for ever and ever.” 
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Midweek Study Notes: 

Kingdom Economy: 

Luke has a lot to say about the economics of the Kingdom of God. Let’s take a 
moment to consider just a few examples. 

Luke 6:20-26 NIV 

 Looking at his disciples, he said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor, 

    for yours is the kingdom of God. 

21 Blessed are you who hunger now, 

    for you will be satisfied. 

Blessed are you who weep now, 

    for you will laugh. 

22 Blessed are you when people hate you, 

    when they exclude you and insult you 

    and reject your name as evil, 

        because of the Son of Man. 

23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For 

that is how their ancestors treated the prophets. 

24 “But woe to you who are rich, 

    for you have already received your comfort. 

25 Woe to you who are well fed now, 

    for you will go hungry. 

Woe to you who laugh now, 

    for you will mourn and weep. 

26 Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you, 

    for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets. 

Question: 

How do you think Joanna would have understood this teaching? How did she 
respond to it? 

Kingdom Teaching: 
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 Imagine the lifestyle change for Joanna as she traveled around Galilee with 
Jesus! 

Luke 9:1-6 NIV 

When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to 
drive out all demons and to cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out to proclaim the 

kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3 He told them: “Take nothing for the 
journey—no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra shirt.4 Whatever house you 

enter, stay there until you leave that town. 5 If people do not welcome you, leave 
their town and shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.” 6 So they 

set out and went from village to village, proclaiming the good news and healing 
people everywhere. 

 Imagine the insecurity she must have experienced on a day to day basis: 

Luke 9:57-58 NIV 

As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever 

you go.” 

58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no 

place to lay his head.” 

 Think of how her life embodied a brand-new investment strategy: 

Luke 12:32-34 NIV 

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the 

kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for 

yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no 

thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also. 

 It all comes down to which kingdom you choose to belong to: 

Luke 16:13 NIV 

 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or 

you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God 

and money.” 

 

 



9 
 

Small Group Discussion and Prayer: 

 Share a way in which you find yourself having to choose between the 

“kingdom of this world” and the greater Kingdom of our God and of His 

Christ. 

 

 Give an example of how you had to do this in the past. What was the 

greatest challenge? How did things turn out? 

 

 What is your next step? 

 

 


