-Therefore-
Be Stars in the Universe

Philippians 2.12-18

Psalm 121.

I lift up my eyes to the mountains---where does my

help come from? My help comes from the Lord, the
Maker of heaven and earth. He will not let your foot
slip---he who watches over you will not slumber;
indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither
slumber nor sleep.

Psalm 121.

The Lord watches over you---the Lord is your shade
at your right hand; the sun will not harm you by day,
nor the moon by night. The Lord will keep you from
all harm---he will watch over your life; the Lord will
watch over your coming and going both now and
forevermore.




Philippians 2.12-16 .

Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always
obeyed---not only in my presence, but now much
more in my absence---continue to work out your
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who
works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his
good purpose. Do everything without grumbling or
arguing,

Philippians 2.12-16 ..

so that you may become blameless and pure,

“children of God without fault in a warped and
crooked generation.” Then you will shine among
them like stars in the sky as you hold firmly to the
word of life. And then | will be able to boast on the

day of Christ that | did not run or labor in vain.

Shine Like Stars

What does it mean?

-




John 1.1-5 .

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the
beginning. Through him all things were made; without
him nothing was made that has been made. In him was
life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.

Matthew 5.14-16 ..

You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill
cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp
and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In
the same way, let your light shine before others,
that they may see your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven.

Life Together o somwer

"The Christian cannot simply take for granted the privilege
of living among other Christians. Jesus Christ lived in the
midst of his enemies (where darkness lived)- In the end
all his disciples abandoned him. On the cross he was
alone, surrounded by criminals and the jeering crowds.
He had come for the express purpose of bringing peace
to the enemies of God. So, Christians, too, belong not in
seclusion of the cloistered life, but in the midst of
enemies. (where darkness is) There they find their
mission, their work."




Shine Like Stars

What does it look like?

-

Acts 20.13 .

We went on ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos,
where we were going to take Paul aboard. He had
made this arrangement because he was going

there on foot.

Acts 2.22-24 .

And now, compelled by the Spirit, | am going to

Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there.
I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me

that prison and hardships are facing me. However, |
consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to
finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus

has given me---the task of testifying to the good news
of God’s grace.




Shine Like Stars

What's the cost?

-

Philippians 2.5 .

In your relationships with one another, have the
same mindset as Christ Jesus:

Philippians 2.7-8 .

...rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man, he
humbled himself by becoming obedient to death---
even death on a cross!




Philippians 1.29-30 .

For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ
not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him,
since you are going through the same struggle you

saw | had, and now hear that | still have.

Philippians 2.17-18 .

But even if | am being poured out like a drink
offering on the sacrifice and service coming from
your faith, | am glad and rejoice with all of you. So

you too should be glad and rejoice with me.

Ephesians 6.10-18..

And that about wraps it up. God is strong, and he
wants you strong. So take everything the Master
has set out for you, well-made weapons of the best
materials. And put them to use so you will be able
to stand up to everything the Devil throws your way.
This is no afternoon athletic contest that we'll walk
away from and forget about in a couple of hours.
This is for keeps, a life-or-death fight to the finish
against the Devil and all his angels.




Ephesians 6.10-18..

Be prepared. You're up against far more than you can handle
on your own. Take all the help you can get, every weapon God
has issued, so that when it's all over but the shouting you'll still
be on your feet. Truth, righteousness, peace, faith, and
salvation are more than words. Learn how to apply them. You'l
need them throughout your life. God's Word is an indispensable
weapon. In the same way, prayer is essential in this ongoing
warfare. Pray hard and long. Pray for your brothers and sisters.
Keep your eyes open. Keep each other's spirits up so that no
one falls behind or drops out.
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