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Sermon Series: People in Motion      November 10, 2013 
 

Title: Living God's Story 
 
Text: Acts10:34-48 
 
Summary: Whose story are you living? Your own, or the story crafted by the One who 
made you? Join Peter and Cornelius as they share in the telling and living of God's 
Story, a story that can be yours as well. 

 
Whose Story? 

 
The story behind the story: 
 
The mark of a really good story is that you find yourself caught up in it, living the 
feelings and adventures of the hero, experiencing his or her sense of hope or loss. A 
well told story takes on a life of its own, with the power to take us into another world -- a 
world created by the unseen author. 
 
Something similar happens during an exciting football game. Our eyes are on the 
quarterback as he gathers the team in the huddle or barks out the play on the line of 
scrimmage. We watch as he passes the ball downfield or hands it off to the running 
back. The players put the points on the board or stop the opposition from scoring. They 
are the story. 
 
But watch the quarterback's eyes between plays. Chances are that he will be staring 
intently at the sideline, looking for the next play. Where does that play come from? 
Ultimately it comes from the coach who put the team together and who introduced the 
play in practice months or weeks ago. Like the author of a story, the coach determines 
the direction of the game, stringing plays together for the greatest impact. 
 
The author and the coach are each in their own way "the story behind the story." 
 
Cornelius and Peter: 
 
The story of Cornelius and Peter is one of the greatest and most important stories in the 
Bible. It is a story about Romans and Jews, soldiers and prophets, emperors and the 
world's true King.  
 
We can hardly be blamed for getting caught up in the tension between Jew and Gentile, 
new and old. Like Peter, we puzzle over a weird, nightmarish vision that seems to come 
from Hell, even though a Voice speaks from Heaven. How will all of this turn out?  
 
We sympathize with the "outsider," Cornelius and his soldier's quest for God's true 
peace. He comes through as a man of dignity and humility -- a "man after God's own 
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heart," like King David. But will that be "enough" to entice a life-long Jew like Peter to 
step outside the fold and into a strange new world? 
 
Whose Story? 
 
Which brings us to the biggest question of all: whose story is this? Or, put another way, 
who is creating this story? Is there an unseen Author creating the story? Is there a Head 
Coach who is sending in the plays we see unfolding on the field? 
 
The answer to this question allows us to think about another question -- one that is 
much closer to home. It speaks to your story. And it forces us to ask, "Is my story -- the 
story of my life, my dreams and hopes, my purpose -- just about me? Or could my story 
become part of that unseen Author's body of work?" 
 

Telling God's Story 
 
Visions: 
 
The story of Cornelius and Peter would never have gotten off the ground if there had not 
been Someone creating the story from off-stage, as it were. Both Cornelius and Peter 
were locked in their respective worlds, with no knowledge of each other. But God gave 
each of them a vision from Heaven. God is the Author and unseen Actor who makes the 
story happen. 
 
The angel that appears to Cornelius is called "an angel of God," and assures him that 
God has heard his prayers. Then comes the assignment to go find a man named Simon 
Peter and invite him to his house. 
 
Likewise, Peter's vision, however disturbing, is clearly from God Himself. The Voice in 
the vision commands him: 
 
Acts 10:15 NIV 
 
"Do not call anything impure that God has made clean." 
 
Moments later the Spirit of God gives Peter instructions to go to Cornelius' house, 
regardless of appearances. 
 
Clearly, we are experiencing not just Peter's or Cornelius' story, but God's Story. 
 
The Good News! 
 
When Peter arrives at Cornelius' house we finally get the chance to see God's Story in 
3-D. It begins with the Story of Jesus. And as Peter tells this wonderful story it 
immediately becomes clear that the story originated with God Himself.  
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The story begins with God sending Jesus into the world: 
 
Acts 10:36 NIV 
 
"You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good 
news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all." 
 
It was God who had sent Jesus into the world as its true Lord and King. Israel had been 
expecting God to establish His Kingdom through the defeat and destruction of Israel's 
(and presumably, God's) enemies -- most of all, Rome! But Jesus came with Good 
News of not war, but peace. This precisely what God had spoken through the prophet 
Isaiah many years before: 
 
Isaiah 52:7 NIV 
 
How beautiful on the mountains 
are the feet of those who bring good news, 
who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, 
who proclaim salvation, 
who say to Zion, 

“Your God reigns!” 

 
When Jesus taught about the Kingdom of God, it was this kingdom He was talking 
about. When Jesus said that the Kingdom of God was here, He was speaking as its one 
and only King. 
 
Jesus the King: 
 
Peter goes on to explain that Jesus was King because God made Him so: 
 
Acts 10:37-38 NIV 
 
"You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in 

Galilee after the baptism that John preached— how God anointed Jesus of 

Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and 
healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him." 
 
In Israel, kings were enthroned by the pouring of oil on their heads. The oil symbolized 
the outpouring of God's Spirit upon them to empower them for leadership. Peter points 
out that God did just that when Jesus was baptized by John. The Holy Spirit came down 
from Heaven and rested on Him, and God said, "This is my beloved Son."  
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Peter goes on to tell how Jesus the King brought God's authority -- God's Kingdom -- 
into this broken world. He healed "all who were under the power of the devil," the rival 
king. How could He do this? Because God was with Him. 
 
The king's victory: 
 
The chief measure of a King was his ability to defeat His people's enemies. No wonder, 
then, that Israel was looking for a Messiah King who would defeat Rome once and for 
all. But Peter explains that Jesus conquered a far more daunting enemy than an 
temporary earthly empire. 
 
Instead of fighting Rome, Jesus took the fight to the very throne room of evil itself. He 
died the death of a humiliated and rejected false messiah. He took the rejection and 
sins of us all with Him to the grave. But then, Peter points out: 
 
Acts 10:40 NIV 
 
"but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen." 
 
Once again we see that the true Author and Actor of the Story is none other than God 
Himself. The great Creator, who put this whole world into motion, was acting to repair 
and restore what evil had destroyed and enslaved. 
 
An unfinished story: 
 
Peter goes on to say that in some very real sense the story was not yet finished. God 
was still calling in the plays, writing the script, instructing the players: 
 
Acts 10:41-43 NIV 
 
"He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already 

chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom 
God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about 
him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 

name.” 

 
God chose people to be witnesses to Jesus' resurrection, people who saw with their 
own eyes that He had truly conquered Death once and for all.  
 
But the story isn't finished: God commanded these witnesses to announce that Jesus is 
God's appointed Judge of the world -- the living and the dead. At last, justice will come 
to the entire human race, regardless of what happened to them in this life.  
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And Peter is saying that there is still time for people to become part of God's Story. If 
they will put their trust in Jesus, they will be freed from their guilt, forgiven of their sins, 
and become part of God's New Creation. 
 

Living God's Story 

 
A new chapter! 
 
In the end, it isn't Peter who has the last word. God breaks right into the middle of his 
telling of Jesus' story with an act of New Creation -- the very reason that He had brought 
Peter and Cornelius together in the first place. 
 
Acts 10:44-46 NIV 
 
While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard 
the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 
astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. 
For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. 
 
What a surprise it must have been for these Jewish believers in a Jewish Messiah King 
to see Gentiles spontaneously "speaking in tongues and praising God." This was what 
had happened when the Holy Spirit had come upon them on the Day of Pentecost. This 
was a defining mark of being God's New Creation.  
 
Once again, God took the lead. God called the play. God wrote the script, taking it in a 
direction that Peter would never have dared or imagined. 
 
All there was for Peter to do was extend full acceptance to these new family members: 
 
Acts 10:46c-48 NIV 
 

Then Peter said, “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with 

water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.”  

 
So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked 
Peter to stay with them for a few days. 
 
How many is "all"? 
 
There is one more thing to note about Peter and Cornelius. It has to do with the little 
word "all." How many is "all"? 
 
Peter begins his talk by pointing out that God accepts people from all ethnic groups. 
 
He goes on to say that Jesus is Lord of all the world. 
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Jesus "went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil." 
 
Jesus is Judge of "the living and the dead." In other words: of us all. 
 
He says that all the prophets testified that through Him comes forgiveness through faith. 
 
And then, when to Peter's surprise God sends the Holy Spirit to the Gentile believers, 
He sends Him to them all: 
 
Acts 10:44 NIV 
 
While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the 
message. 
 
Living God's Story: 
 
Which brings us to the biggest question of all: whose story are you living? Or, put 
another way, who is creating your story? Is there an unseen Author creating your 
story?Or are you writing your own script? Are you your own director and producer? 
 
The Good News of God's Story is that He wants to make you part of it. He hasn't 
finished writing the story yet. He is still recruiting people to play key roles. He is still 
choosing witnesses to His love and power to change our lives and our world. He is still 
pouring out His Holy Spirit to make us brand new. 
 
But He leaves it to us to decide whether or not to believe that His Story is infinitely 
better than any we can come up with. He lets us look at the mess we've made of our 
stories, and then He offers to forgive us for all of our sins, tear up the old manuscript, 
and start over -- this time according to His plan. 
 
So, whose story are you living? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


